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The Purpose of 
Accommodations/Modifications

� To enable a students with a disability to 
be a successful learner and to 
participate actively with other students 
in the general education classroom 
and in school wide activities.



Chapter 60
8-60-44 (4) A statement of the special 
education and related services and 
supplementary aids and services, based on 
peer-reviewed research to the extent 
practicable, to be provided to the student, or 
on behalf of the student, and a statement of 
the program modifications or supports for 
school personnel that will be provided to 
enable the student:

A. To advance appropriately toward attaining 
the annual goals;



8-60-44 (cont)
B. To be involved in and make progress in the 

general education curriculum in accordance 
with paragraph (1), and to participate in 
extracurricular and other nonacademic 
activities; and

C. To be educated and participate with other 
students with disabilities and nondisabled 
students in the activities described in this 
section



How are accommodations 
and modifications selected?

� Accommodations and modifications are considered 
by the IEP TEAM when the student’s 
INDIVIDUALZED EDUCATION PROGRAM is being 
developed.

� Selection of specific accommodations and 
modifications is based on the unique needs of the 
student



What is an Accommodation? 
� Accommodation = allows a student to complete the 

same assignment or test as other students, but with 
a change in:  

� Timing

� Formatting

� Setting

� Scheduling

� Response and or presentation



Common Examples of 
Accommodations

� Timing - Extra time to hand in homework

� Formatting – Larger Print or type of print

� Setting – Working alone or with no more than 2 in  a 
group

� Scheduling - Breaks, scheduling classes/activities

� Response and/or presentation – Allowed to say the 
answers instead of writing them 



What is a Modification?

�Modifications =  an adjustment to 
the assignment or test that 
changes the standard of what is 
supposed to be measured and 
what the student is expected to 
learn



Examples of Modifications
� Alternative books with similar concepts but 

at easier reading level

� Reduce number of problems or questions on 
a test

� Picture communication symbol choices on a 
test

� Student can create an outline instead of an 
essay

� Spelling support from a spell-check program



ACTIVITY
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Testing

Accessibility
&

Accommodations
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Accessibility and Accommodations
Testing accommodations are any changes made to testing 
conditions that allow students with physical or learning disabilities 
the ability to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in a testing 
situation.

The general goal of providing tools, supports and 
accommodations is to create a level playing field for students 
whose disabilities or language abilities may adversely affect their 
ability to show on a test what they have learned.

Testing accommodations can be different from those used for 
instruction. For example, using a spell-checker might help a student 
with writing difficulties take notes during class but would not be 
appropriate during a spelling test.



13

Accessibility and Accommodations

Positive 
and 

productive 
assessment 
experience

Results 
that are 
fair and 
accurate
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Validity depends on students having 
appropriate:

Ø universal tools
Ø designated supports
Ø accommodations (when 

needed)

Validity



Where	can	accessibility	and	
accommodations	resources	be	found?
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alohahsap.org
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Usability, Accessibility, and
Accommodations Guidelines

The Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium’s Usability, Accessibility, 
and Accommodations Guidelines 
(UAAG) are intended for school-level 
personnel and decision-making teams, 
particularly Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) teams, as they prepare 
for and implement the Smarter 
Balanced assessments.

NOTE: If a tool/support/accommodation is not used regularly 
during instruction, this support is likely to be confusing and 
may impede the performance on assessments.

http://alohahsap.org/SMARTERBALANCED/resources/



Accessibility Framework

UAAG, Page 4
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Turn to Your Neighbor and Talk

1. What is the general goal of providing testing tools, 
supports, and accommodations?

2. What is the difference between a classroom 
accommodation and a testing accommodation? 
Give an example of each.

3. Where can resources about accessibility and 
accommodations on statewide assessments be 
found?

4. What is the difference between an embedded and 
non-embedded accommodation? Give an example 
of each.
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1. What is the general goal of providing testing tools, supports, 
and accommodations?

To provide equitable access so that all students can 
demonstrate what they have learned.

2. What is the difference between a classroom accommodation 
and a testing accommodation? 

Classroom may be appropriate as a support during learning 
but same support would invalidate a student’s score if used 
on a statewide assessment, e.g., spell checker.

3. What is the difference between an embedded and non-
embedded accommodation? Give an example of each.

Embedded is part of the computer delivery system; non-
embedded is external from the computer system.

4. Where can resources about accessibility and accommodations 
on statewide assessments be found?

alohahsap.org
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Ø Universal Tools 
are access 
features that are 
available to all 
students based 
on their 
preference and 
selection.

Ø Students should 
be familiar with 
universal tools 
prior to being 
administered the 
online summative 
assessment

Universal Tools



English Glossary
Universal	Tools	(embedded)
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Ø Designated Supports are 
features that are 
available for use by any 
student for whom the 
need has been indicated 
by an educator or team 
of educators with 
parent/guardian and 
student input as 
appropriate, including 
English Language 
Learners and students 
with disabilities. 

Ø Students should be 
familiar with using the 
designated supports 
assigned to them.

Designated Supports



Text-to-Speech or Read Aloud 
Ø For all ELA Items, all ELA PT Stimuli, all Math Items and 

all Math Stimuli 

(NOT for Reading Passages - this is the Accommodation)

Designated Supports
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• Any student (regular ed, IEP/504, ELL) may have a 
designated support such as Text-to-Speech 
for ELA/math stimuli and items; documentation is 
recommended, e.g., ISAAP Tool, but not required

• Headphones are required for Text-to-Speech unless 
tested in a separate setting



TEXT-to-SPEECH
For ELA Items, ELA PT Stimuli, Math Items and Stimuli
(Not Reading Passages) 

Designated Support (embedded)
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Read Aloud

To create 
a fraction 
greater 
than….

For ELA Items, ELA PT Stimuli, Math Items and 
Stimuli (Not Reading Passages) 

Designated Support (non-embedded)
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Ø Accommodations are 
changes in procedures or 
materials that increase the 
equitable access for students 
who need them and allow 
them the opportunity to 
show what they know and 
can do. 

Ø Only students who have 
documented needs in their 
IDEA-eligible Individualized 
Education Programs (IEPs) or 
their 504 Plans may use one 
or more of these 
accommodations.

Ø Students should be familiar 
with using the 
accommodations assigned to 
them.

Accommodations



Braille

Accommodation (embedded and non-embedded)



American Sign 
Language (ASL) 
for ELA Listening items 
and Mathematics items

Accommodation (embedded)
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Ø 51	Smarter	Balanced	Universal	Tools,	Designated	Supports,	and	Accommodations

Accessibility	and	Accommodations

UAAG,	Page	23



Who Takes the HSA-Alt?
If an IEP team is considering the use of the alternate 
assessment for a student as a means of participating in the 
state assessment system, 4 participation criteria must be 
met. 

alohahsap.org/HSA_ALT

HSA-Alt Participation Requirements
The student: 
1. demonstrates significant cognitive disabilities, and
2. requires instruction that is substantially different, and
3. requires intensive direct instruction, and 
4. has difficulty with the general academic curriculum due 

to his/her significant cognitive disabilities and not due 
to social, cultural, environmental, etc., factors.



Turn to Your Neighbor and Talk

1. What is the difference between (1) universal tools, 
(2) designated supports and (3) accommodations? 
Give an example of each.

2. What is the distinction between the Text-to-Speech 
(TTS) designated support and the TTS 
accommodation?

3. What students take the HSA-Alt assessments rather 
than the general statewide assessments?
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1. What is the difference between (1) universal tools, (2) 
designated supports and (3) accommodations? Give an 
example of each.

Any student may have tools and supports; only IEP/504 
students may have accommodations.

2. What is the distinction between the Text-to-Speech (TTS) 
designated support and the TTS accommodation?

The designated support is for everything EXCEPT 
reading passages; the accommodation is ONLY for 
reading passages.

3. What students take the HSA-Alt assessments rather than 
the general statewide assessments?

Students with significant cognitive disabilities who 
require intensive instruction and have difficulty with the 
general content standards.
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Questions?
� Accommodations?

� Modifications?

� Purpose?

� Statewide testing?

� Alternate assessments?

� Other?
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